Montreat General Ordinances
Chapter G – Health Protection & Disease Prevention
Article II: Solid Waste Disposal and Refuse Collection


MONTREAT CODE OF GENERAL ORDINANCES

CHAPTER G - HEALTH PROTECTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION

ARTICLE II: SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND REFUSE COLLECTION
(Revised 2/13/2003); (Revised 10/14/2010); (Revised 5/10/2012); (Revised 3/12/2026)

Section 1.	Requirements.	
a. Solid Waste, including household garbage, food waste, refuse, and discarded packaging, but excluding recyclable items, must be kept in tied plastic bags designed to hold Solid Waste which are in turn placed in either (i) functional Bear-Resistant Containers (“BRC”), as defined in Article I of Chapter A of the Montreat Code of General Ordinances, of not over ninety-five (95) gallon capacity, or (ii) Solid Waste containers of not over ninety-five (95) gallon capacity stored within functional Bear-Resistant Containers BRC Systems (“BRC Systems), as defined in Article I of Chapter A of the Montreat Code of General Ordinances. All BRCs and BRC Systems are to be clearly and visibly marked with their corresponding property address. 

b. Each household and/or property must possess and maintain an adequate number of BRCs or Solid Waste containers securely stored in a BRC System sufficient to contain all Solid Waste generated by the household and/or property. For purposes of this section, “adequate” means that all Solid Waste fits within the BRC(s) (or Solid Waste containers securely stored within a BRC System) with the lid(s) fully closed and no overflow bags, loose materials, or waste placed outside the BRC(s) at any time.  BRCs (excluding Permanent BRCs and Solid Waste containers contained within Permanent BRC Systems) shall not be placed at the roadside adjacent to their corresponding property more than 12 hours before the scheduled pick-up and shall be removed from the street by the following morning.	Comment by Tom Widmer: We are saying that no trash containers except BRCs can be used even if they are stored in a secure location? And no white trash bags can be put at curbside on collection day?

           c.  All BRCs and BRC Systems must be certified as bear-resistant by the Interagency 	Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) and/or the Wildlife Management Institute (WMI), except 	as permitted in the following sentence. Any BRCs and/or BRC Systems that are not   	certified as bear-resistant by the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) and/or 	the Wildlife Management Institute (WMI) may be granted conditional approval by the 	Town for installation subject to the following conditions:
i. Their construction must be of solid, sturdy material on all sides with hinged openings and secure latches.
ii. They must be securely anchored in a manner that will prevent tipping.
iii. They must function sufficiently to prevent bears from accessing the Solid Waste secured therein.    
iv. If conditional approval is given and the BRC and/or BRC System fail to function sufficiently to prevent bears from accessing the Solid Waste secured therein, the property owner and occupant will be notified by the Town. The owner shall have thirty (30) days from the receipt of such notification to demonstrate that sufficient steps have been taken to prevent bears from accessing the Solid Waste meant to be protected by the conditionally approved BRC and/or BRC System.

d.  All BRCs and BRC Systems, including non‑permanent BRCs, shall be placed so as not to obstruct traffic, create sight‑distance hazards, impede emergency access, or interfere with snow removal operations. The Town may require relocation for safety reasons. 

e. Except in instances where location is permitted on public right-of-way as provided in subsection 1(f) below, Permanent BRCs and Permanent BRC Systems shall be located within the served property’s projected lot lines. If this is not possible due to terrain or other obstacles, the property owner shall obtain and provide the Town with a copy of written permission from another property owner to locate the container within their projected lot lines or right-of-way.

f. Property owners who wish to install Permanent BRCs and/or Permanent BRC systems on public right-of-way must apply for and receive written permission and approval of such location from the Town Manager and Code Administrator.  A site plan, survey or some other type of accurate graphic representation indicating the specific location of the proposed container shall be provided along with the completed form: Application to Locate a Bear-Resistant Container and/or System in the Public Right-of- Way. Since BRCs and/or BRCs System are not considered structures, a Certificate of Zoning Compliance is not required. Any BRCs and/or BRC Systems located in Town rights-of-way that have not received proper approval shall be removed by the property owner promptly at the discretion of the Town Manager.

g. Residents with existing BRCs or containers that have been adequately modified to be bear-resistant, as determined by the Town of Montreat following inspection or verification, shall not be required to purchase or further modify their containers.


h. No person shall throw, place or deposit any Solid Waste of any kind in any place or on any public or private property, except in his or her own BRC or BRC System. 

Section 2.	Burning or Burying of Solid Waste and Refuse.	It shall be unlawful to burn or bury Solid Waste at any time within Town limits.

Section 3.	Accumulation of Solid Waste and Refuse Prohibited.	All Solid Waste shall be kept in appropriate BRCs and/or BRC Systems as required by Section 1. It shall be unlawful for Solid Waste to be stored or accumulated outside of any premises except in a BRC or BRC System. A schedule for collection of both Solid Waste and recyclables is available in Town Hall and online at www.townofmontreat.org.

Section 4.	Solid Waste Collection.	The Town provides weekly pick-ups year-round and may change during seasonal periods. The Town will pick up garbage scattered around containers that have been upset or where the tops have been torn. However, if the Public Works Director or the investigating Police Officer determines that this resulted from failing to comply with the requirements of this Ordinance, the owner of the property shall be cited, required to purchase a BRC, and be subject to the penalties as found in Section 12. 

Section 5.	Yard Waste Collection.	The Town provides residential yard waste collection weekly placed next to the streets in accordance with the collection schedule. Brush and tree limbs must be cut into six (6) foot lengths and must not exceed six (6) inches in diameter. Yard waste may be placed in loose piles of up to three (3) cubic yards at one time. Three cubic yards is about the size of one small pickup truck load. Yard waste in excess of three cubic yards will be collected at the curb upon request. A fee for excess yard waste will be charged in accordance with the Town of Montreat Fee Schedule. Commercially cut brush or yard waste, lot clearing, and yard waste deposited by private contractors, landscapers or tree companies will not be collected by the Town.

No person, including but not limited to residents, property owners, tenants, or landscaping contractors, shall blow, place, deposit, or allow leaves, grass clippings, or other yard debris to enter or remain in any culvert, drainage structure, ditch, or stormwater conveyance within the Town. Such actions are declared a nuisance and are prohibited due to their potential to obstruct drainage and cause flooding or damage to public infrastructure.

Leaves will be collected weekly from October through December, and twice monthly throughout the remainder of the year. Leaves may be collected at other times during the year by contacting the Town Hall and paying the required fees as set forth in the Town of Montreat Fee Schedule. Leaves must be bagged. 

Section 6.	White Goods and Bulk Items Waste Collection.	The Town provides white goods and bulk item waste collection twice per year free of charge. White Goods and Bulk Items Waste may be collected at other times during the year by contacting the Town Services Office and paying the required fees as set forth in the Town of Montreat Fee Schedule.

Section 7.	Recyclable Materials.	The Town provides recycling collection weekly in accordance with the collection schedule. Recyclables must be placed at the curb in Town‑approved containers and shall not be mixed with Solid Waste. Recycling should be contained within blue bags. Contaminated or improperly prepared recyclables may be rejected or tagged by Town staff. Cardboard shall be broken down. Bagged recyclables must be tied to ensure proper handling and reduce spills and injuries.

Section 8. 	  New Construction and Remodeling.	The holder of any building permit issued by the Town shall be responsible for maintaining the corresponding construction site free of rubbish, hazards, and unsightly conditions from the beginning of construction until completion of the project and final inspection. Construction debris shall be placed in an on‑site dumpster or removed daily. No construction waste may be placed in BRCs or left unsecured. The permit holder is responsible for ensuring that subcontractors, contractors, or workers do not place construction waste in BRCs, on adjacent properties, or leave such waste unsecured. The permit holder is also responsible for ensuring that any Solid Waste incidentally generated in connection with the construction activity, including all food and food waste, is placed in a BRC or removed from the property daily and shall not be stored on-site.

Section 9. 	Owner Responsible for Actions of Occupants.	The owner of each property in the Town is responsible for compliance with this Sanitation Ordinance whether the property is occupied or operated by the owner or by a visitor, renter, lessee, or any other person. The owner shall take all actions necessary to inform occupants of the structure of the requirements of this sanitation ordinance. In any case, the owner is responsible for compliance with this Sanitation Ordinance and shall be subject to the penalties for violations set forth in Section 12. 


Section 10.	 Institutional Dumpsters.    Institutions that utilize dumpsters or large-capacity waste containers shall comply with the following requirements:
a. All institutional dumpsters must be wildlife-resistant or secured within an approved enclosure designed to prevent access by bears and other wildlife.
b. Dumpsters shall remain closed and latched, in a manner designed to prevent access by Bears, at all times except when actively in use.
c. Dumpsters must be serviced at a frequency adequate to prevent overflow, spillage, odors, and public health concerns.
d. No waste may be stored outside or beside the dumpster at any time. Overflow waste shall constitute a violation.
e. Dumpsters must be located so as not to obstruct traffic, impede emergency access, or create a hazard. Dumpsters are not permitted to be placed in Town rights-of-way without approval of the Town Manager. 
f. Institutions are responsible for ensuring contractors, students, employees, conferees, renters and visitor/overnight guests properly dispose of waste in compliance with this Article.
g. If a dumpster is accessed by wildlife and the Town determines the facility was not in compliance with this section, the institution shall be cited and held responsible for cleanup costs as noted in Section 12.

Section 11.	 Convenience Center.   The Town may provide a convenience center and/or centers from time to time at certain locations for use by Montreat residents to dispose of Solid Waste and recyclable materials.  In addition to any rules posted at such convenience center(s), the following regulations shall apply:

a. Convenience center(s) shall only be used during posted hours.
b. Convenience center(s) shall only be used by Montreat residents. For purposes of this Subsection 11b. of Article II of Chapter G (but not for the purposes of any other provision of this Montreat Zoning Code), the term "Montreat Resident" shall mean and refer to any full or part-time resident of a Dwelling in Montreat, or the overnight guest of any such full or part-time resident, including a lessee or guest at a Dwelling  operated as a long or short-term rental or vacation rental home in Montreat.
c. Only bagged, residential, Solid Waste and recyclable materials generated in Montreat shall be disposed of in the convenience center(s).
d. All other items, including but not limited to furniture, electronics, televisions, yard waste, and construction materials are strictly prohibited. 
e. Solid Waste must be placed in the receptacles designated for garbage or Solid Waste located at the Convenience center(s).  Recyclable materials must be placed in the receptacles designated for recyclable materials located at the Convenience center(s). It shall be unlawful to leave Solid Waste, recyclable materials and/or other items at the gate of the Convenience center(s) and/or to pile Solid Waste, recyclable materials and/or other items on or around receptacles that are already full.         

Section 12. 	Enforcement.  The Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee is responsible for the enforcement of this Ordinance.  Violations by a person or the real property owned by a person in whole or in part of this ordinance are punishable as follows:

a. First Offense. If the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee finds that the first violation was negligent, a written warning shall be issued. The violator shall be ordered to reimburse the Town for the actual cost of cleanup in addition to the civil penalty.   
b. Second offense.  If the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee finds that a second violation was negligent a $200 civil penalty shall be issued.  The violator shall be ordered to reimburse the Town for the actual cost of cleanup in addition to the civil penalty.  
c.  Third and subsequent offense.  If the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee finds that a third and/or subsequent violation was negligent, a $400 civil penalty shall be issued.  The violator should be ordered to reimburse the Town for the actual cost of cleanup in addition to the civil penalty.  In addition, third and/or subsequent violations are grounds for the suspension of trash pickup, in the discretion of the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee.      
d. Convenience Center. 	If the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee finds that the convenience center has been used in a manner which violates any provision of Section 11 of this ordinance, a civil penalty of $500 shall be issued. In addition, the violator may be ordered to reimburse the Town for the actual cost of cleanup the violation results in additional expense to the Town. 	

Section 13.	Effective Date. 	This Ordinance shall become effective upon adoption. Residents will have six months from the date of adoption to purchase or modify a BRC in order to comply with this requirement.

Definitions (from/to be added to Chapter A - ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS OF WORDS AND PHRASES):

Solid Waste (garbage): Waste from residences commonly called residential trash and/or garbage, including without limitation discarded animal and vegetable matter, small cans, glassware, crockery, paper and plastic products, and other small containers in which animal or vegetable matter has been stored.  The term “Solid Waste” does not include, and the Town does not collect or dispose of, business, industrial and other types of non-residential waste.

Bear-Resistant Container (BRC): a container for solid waste designed and constructed by the manufacturer (i) to be bear-resistant, or (ii) to be modified so that it is bear-resistant, with the required modifications for bear-resistance having been made. Any BRC must have either (i) been certified as bear-resistant by the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) and/or the Wildlife Management Institute (WMI), or (ii) have been conditionally approved for use by the Town (with such modifications as the Town may require from time to time) as provided in subsection 1(c) of Article II of Chapter G. BRCs are typically constructed of metal or plastic. 
Bear-Resistant Container System (BRC System): an enclosure for Solid Waste containers designed and constructed by the manufacturer to prevent bears from accessing the Solid Waste containers contained therein. Any BRC System must have either (i) been certified as bear-resistant by the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee (IGBC) and/or the Wildlife Management Institute (WMI), or (ii) have been conditionally approved for use by the Town (with such modifications as the Town may require from time to time) as provided in subsection 1(c) of Article II of Chapter G. BRC Systems are typically constructed of metal, wood or plastic

Permanent Bear-Resistant Container (Permanent BRC): a BRC that is permanently affixed to the ground at the point of collection.

Permanent Bear-Resistant Container System (Permanent BRC System): a BRC System permanently affixed to the ground at the point of collection.  
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