TOWN OF MONTREAT
TREE BOARD
MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 14, 2025
Board Attendees: Ed Kramer, Elizabeth Hamilton, Ashley Manson Marratt, Tyler Smith
Absent: Ann Vinson, Mason Blake, George Sawyer

Meeting was called to order by the chair and a moment of silence was observed.
Minutes from the September 9th meeting were approved.

SUMMARY
1. Representatives from The American Chesnutt Foundation presented to the board. (John Chastain and Angus Mullis-McCord).  They are pursuing Progeny Test Sites and the board discussed the option of using the property between Virginia and Assembly (Montreat Garden) for a Chestnut Grove.
2. The Treasured Tree Walk is planned for 10/29/25 (subsequently postponed to 11/12/25 due to inclement weather).  The new map is ready.  There has been renewed interest from the community in nominating trees.  The board discussed setting a deadline for nominations so the trees could be submitted once a year to Swannanoa Tree Alliance. 
3. Hemlock Update – The 15 at risk Hemlock trees were treated by Ryan with Appalachian Tree Care, Elizabeth and Ashley on 10/7/25.  All trees were marked accordingly.  Ryan donated his time and equipment, the manufacturer donated the insecticide.  No cost was incurred by the town, services were valued at over $4,000.
4. Website – Landcare is updating the website, Elizabeth has sent Hemlock updates already.  The site needs a better connection between the Tree Board and Landcare
5. Tree City USA – requires an Arbor Day and it was not done in 2024.  Arbor Day 2025 will be celebrated in conjunction with the Treasured Tree Walk.  Ed is working on the application for 2025 and it will need to be submitted by 12/31/25.
6. Tyler reported the town was working on removing the fallen trees over the creek.  3 have been completed to date.
7. Landcare Festival & Arbor Day 2026 – Ashley & Elizabeth are on the committee for the April 11, 2026 event. The committee is meeting monthly.
The next Tree Board meeting will be held Monday November 10th at 9am at Town Hall (not the 11th as previously scheduled.)
Meeting Adjourned at 10:05am.
