Board of Commissioners – Public Forum
July 10, 2025, 5:30 p.m.
Meeting Minutes
Board of Commissioners in Attendance:
Mayor Tim Helms
Mayor Pro Tem Kitty Fouche
Commissioner Grant Dasher
Commissioner Jane Alexander
Commissioner Tom Widmer
Commissioner Mason Blake
Board of Commissioner Absent
None

Town Staff in Attendance:
Savannah Parrish, Town Manager
Angie Murphy, Town Clerk
Brandon Freeman, Town Attorney
Justyn Whitson, Police Officer
Rachel Eddings, Finance Officer
Rich Caplan, Zoning Administrator

Members of the Public in Attendance:
Approximately 12 people
Call to Order
Welcome
Mayor Tim Helms called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Moment of Silence
Mayor Helms requested a moment of silence before starting the meeting.
Agenda Adoption
Mayor Helms asked for a motion to adopt the agenda as presented.
   Mayor Pro Tem Kitty Fouche moved to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Tom Widmer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Public Comments
Mayor Helms opened the floor for public comments.
Wade Burns announced that there would be a community meeting on Saturday, July 12th at 2:00 PM regarding a conditional zoning application to be filed with the town. He mentioned he would provide Town Clerk Angie Murphy with a Zoom address for the meeting.
Bill Seaman, residing at 425 Appalachian Way in Montreat, presented information about the Flat Creek 2040 project. He thanked the mayor, commissioners, and staff for the opportunity to share about the project. Mr. Seaman explained that the project, which has been ongoing for 11 months, aims to assemble all scientific information known about Flat Creek.
Mr. Seaman highlighted the importance of Flat Creek to the community, mentioning activities such as swimming, trout angling, children's education, and meditation. He emphasized that Flat Creek is considered a model in the region for water quality studies, stormwater management, and various research endeavors.
Mr. Seaman discussed the outcomes of a workshop held in May, which brought together scientists, managers, and technical experts to discuss Flat Creek. He mentioned that historical data on Flat Creek is limited, but new research initiatives are underway to fill in gaps. Mr. Seaman touched on various aspects of the creek's ecology, including the impact of Hurricane Helene on wildlife and water quality.
He also mentioned ongoing and future studies, including water quality assessments and potential restoration efforts. Mr. Seaman concluded by discussing follow-up actions from the meeting, including watershed education initiatives and potential environmental damage and recovery assessments for Flat Creek.
Priscilla Hayner from 319 Assembly Drive shared her concerns about the stormwater management in Montreat. She expressed her observations about the impact of heavy downpours, like the one that occurred the previous night, on the community. Ms. Hayner was particularly interested in understanding how Montreat is currently addressing these stormwater control issues, considering the natural challenges posed by the region's geography. She mentioned the visible damage on Elizabeth’s Path that appeared to have resulted from the recent rainfall and questioned the effectiveness of current stormwater measures.
Ms. Hayner asked whether the implementation of property retention measures could play a significant role in managing the water flow into the creek. Bill Seaman, who previously presented on the Flat Creek 2040 project, responded to Ms. Hayner's inquiry. He acknowledged the complexity of the issues at hand, noting that natural extremes, such as those experienced before and during Hurricane Helene, contribute significantly to flooding. He elaborated on the challenges faced due to saturated grounds and the subsequent impact on waterways like Kitchen Branch. Mr. Seaman emphasized the importance of employing stormwater management strategies in tandem with ongoing and future construction projects, suggesting the possibility of retrofitting existing structures to retain more stormwater on-site.
Mayor Helms thanked Bill Seaman for his presentation and his involvement in the comprehensive long-range planning committee.
Adjournment
   Commissioner Jane Alexander moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Mason Blake seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Mayor Helms adjourned the meeting at 5:59 p.m.



___________________________________				________________________________
Tim Helms, Mayor						Angie Murphy, Town Clerk
