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Approximately twelve members of the public were present in Town Hall and several more were watching via Zoom.  Mayor Pro Tem Kitty Fouche called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and led the group in a moment of silence.  

Agenda Approval

Commissioner Jane Alexander moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Grant Dasher seconded, and the motion carried 4/0.

Public Comment

Mr. Wade Burns of 779 Foreman Siding Road spoke at the request of Richard Hitch, son of Dooley Hitch. Mr. Burns advised that Richard and Debbie Hitch plan to move to Montreat from Texas this year. Mr. Burns also advised that the Hitches want to add on to their Montreat home. There is an existing cross-tie retaining wall which runs the length of the property. The Hitch family would like to replace the retaining wall with a stone wall which would potentially involve a right-of-way abandonment. Mr. Burns had documents about this matter that he circulated to the Board of Commissioners in advance of the agenda item proposed for the March meeting. Mr. Burns advised that he had availability to meet with the Board if they had questions. Mr. Burns also took a moment to acknowledge Town Staff and the progress they have made with repairs since Hurricane Helene.

Mrs. Shirley Mitchell of 201 Harmony Lane thanked the Commissioners for their willingness to serve the Town of Montreat. She also expressed that she was thankful to be back in Town Hall. Mrs. Mitchell had some praise for Public Works Director Barry Creasman with his responsiveness to an issue on Harmony Lane. She concluded by stating that last year she had problems with contractors playing loud music near her house and hoped this would not occur this year. 

Mr. Tom Frist of 98 Frist Road questioned what kind of power the Board of Commissioners had with setbacks. Mr. Frist mentioned that cars have been parked beside walls in front of houses that block the roadway. Mr. Frist would like a fair solution for everyone. Commissioner Blake advised that many retaining walls that encroach on the setbacks were grandfathered prior to the adoption of the Montreat Zoning Ordinance. There would be nothing the Town could do in this type of situation. Town Clerk Angie Murphy advised that if a citizen had concerns about emergency vehicles being able to move safely on a road to always contact the Montreat Police. Chief Jeff Eaton echoed this advice as well. Commissioner Tom Widmer asked Commissioner Blake to explain the difference between a setback and a right-of-way. Commissioner Widmer also mentioned that some cottage owners have placed “private parking” signs at or near their homes and questioned the “correctness” of this practice. Commissioner Blake advised that he felt sure there was something in the Montreat Code Ordinances to prevent this practice. Commissioner Blake advised that the rights-of-way were public but also stated that Montreat was unique in that drivers could park freely on any residential road. Commissioner Blake concluded by saying that no one can deny anyone else the right to park on public property.

Adjournment


Commissioner Tom Widmer moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Mason Blake seconded, and the motion carried 4/0.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.



___________________________________			_________________________________
Kitty Fouche, Mayor Pro Tem 					   Angie Murphy, Town Clerk











