
















 
 
 
 

 
 

 
July 1, 2013 (updated September 9, 2013) 
 
Mr. Charles L. Flowe 
KCI Associates of North Carolina, P.A. 
4601 Six Forks Road Landmark Center II, Suite 220 
Raleigh, NC 27609  
 
Re:  Intensive Archaeological Survey for Texas Road Bridge Replacement (TIP B-5196), Montreat, 

Buncombe County, North Carolina 
 
Dear Mr. Flowe: 

TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) is pleased to provide this proposal for archaeological studies for 
the proposed Texas Road Bridge Replacement project in Montreat, North Carolina. Our proposal is based 
on information provided by Ms. Lindsay Maurer of Planning Communities and on a preliminary review 
of the area. 

We understand that three build alternatives (Options B, D, and E) for the project are currently under 
consideration. For the purpose of this proposal, we anticipate that the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for 
archaeology is a ca. 500 × 250 foot area extending primarily north east of the existing Texas Road bridge 
and bounded by Assembly Road on the northwest and Texas Road on the southeast (the Project Study 
Area as shown on project mapping, minus most of the area west of Texas Road). Within that area, the 
work will focus on areas within and adjacent to the options shown on project mapping. The proposed 
work will satisfy the typical requirements for archaeological site identification and evaluation as 
developed by the North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (HPO)/Office of State Archaeology 
(OSA) and implemented by the NCDOT Archaeology Group. 

The work will be divided into three tasks, as outlined below and in the attached budget estimate.  

TASK 1. LITERATURE AND BACKGROUND STUDIES 

The initial archaeological task will include gathering background information on known and potential 
archaeological sites in and adjacent to the APE. This work will include examination of the following 
materials: 

 Archaeological site files and reports at the OSA in Raleigh and/or Asheville; 

 Published and on-line information regarding cemeteries in the project vicinity;  

 Historical data available at the Presbyterian Heritage Center at Montreat; and 

 Historical maps and other data available in TRC’s collection and/or other repositories. 

While this work will make use of the background information gathered as part of the architectural survey, 
it will focus on gathering information concerning the specific history of the parcel, including of the 
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commercial buildings formerly located along Assembly Drive. As part of this task, we will assist with 
consultations with the HPO, OSA, NCDOT, and other agencies as necessary.  

TASK 2. FIELDWORK  
 
The archaeological fieldwork will include a systematic archaeological survey of the APE for 
archaeological resources, as discussed above. The area to be surveyed will extend up to 25 feet west and 
475 feet east of Texas Road to account for any potential ground disturbances associated with Options B, 
D, and E. Within that area, the work will focus on areas within and adjacent to the options shown on 
project mapping. 
 
This survey will include systematic shovel test excavation in all areas that do not contain standing water, 
impervious surfaces, or evidence of severe ground disturbance. Shovel tests will be excavated at 20-m 
intervals across this area, following typical procedures for western North Carolina. Each shovel test will 
measure about 30 to 35 cm in diameter and will be excavated to sterile subsoil or a depth of at least 75 
cm. All removed soil (excluding obvious fill) will be screened through one quarter-inch mesh hardware 
cloth for uniform artifact recovery. In the event that the shovel tests cannot penetrate beneath fill, a hand 
auger may be used to search for deeper, intact deposits. Each shovel test will be described in terms of 
depth, stratigraphy, and artifact recovery, and the texture and Munsell color of representative soils will be 
recorded. All shovel test locations will be plotted on aerial photographs, and representative shovel test 
locations will be recorded using GPS.  

If prehistoric or pre-modern historic period artifacts are recovered or there is other evidence of an 
archaeological site, standard procedures will be followed to gather data on site size, location, integrity, 
and cultural affiliation. In most cases, additional shovel tests will be excavated at 5-m to 10-m intervals 
within the APE. The location and limits of the site will be recorded, and a measured sketch map will be 
produced showing the location of each positive shovel test. The site will be photographed, and general 
notes will be taken concerning site location and condition. If necessary, up to two 1 × 1 m test units may 
be excavated to gather additional data on site stratigraphy and integrity.  

TASK 3. LABORATORY ANALYSIS AND REPORTING 

At the conclusion of the fieldwork, all artifacts will be returned to TRC’s Asheville laboratory for 
processing. The artifacts will be cleaned and analyzed according to regionally appropriate typologies, and 
the artifact collections and accompanying data studied to determine site age, nature, and integrity.  

TRC will provide you with five copies of a draft report detailing the results of the archaeological 
investigations. This report will meet HPO/OSA standards, and will include information on the 
environmental and cultural contexts for the project, a description of the project research goals and 
methods, and a discussion of the results of the fieldwork and artifact and data analyses. Once you have 
approved the report, TRC will provide five copies of the final report for agency submittal.  

All artifacts will be prepared for curation following HPO standards. Artifacts will be transferred to the 
Presbyterian Heritage Center in Montreat for curation; if the Center does not wish to curate the artifacts, 
they will be transferred to the Office of State Archaeology Research Center (OSARC) for final curation. 
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CORPORATE AND STAFF QUALIFICATIONS 

TRC is a full service cultural resources firm with regional offices in Chapel Hill, Asheville, Nashville, 
Columbia, and Atlanta. We have maintained an office in North Carolina since 1990, and have completed 
over 450 cultural resources projects in the state. These include multiple previous archaeological and 
historic structures projects for NCDOT and other transportation clients, as well as multiple projects in 
Buncombe and surrounding counties. We will be pleased to provide detailed project descriptions and 
client references upon request.  

This project will be conducted from our Chapel Hill and Asheville offices. Mr. Paul Webb will serve as 
Project Manager, and Ms. Tasha Benyshek will serve as Field Director and author the report. 

SCHEDULE 
 
TRC will keep you (or a designated contact person) informed as to the progress of the work on a regular 
basis. Barring extended periods of adverse weather or other complications, the archaeological fieldwork 
will be completed within 10 days of notice to proceed (NTP). The draft archaeological report will be 
submitted within 21 days of the completion of fieldwork. 

BUDGET ESTIMATE 
 
The attached budget estimate includes all identified costs associated with the background research, 
fieldwork, and reporting. These are provided on a time and materials, not-to-exceed basis. In the event 
that project specifications change, we will be pleased to modify our estimates accordingly. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this proposal. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (919) 530-
8446 or pwebb@trcsolutions.com if you have any questions or comments. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Paul A. Webb 
Program Manager, Chapel Hill/Asheville 






















